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“One day I want to start a 
Coffee Library, where I want to 
show people that everybody is 
equal. That’s what I call 
Humanity.”
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Soy Gracias a Ti (I’m because of you) is a Spanish non-profit 
organization which aims to support Amin Sheikh’s solidarity 
project. Amin spent his childhood living in the streets of Mumbay 
and he is nowadays fully focused on his dream of running a Library-
Café in this same city. Through this cafetería, Amin seeks to offer 
other street boys and girls from Bombay the chance of finding a 
decent work, through social integration and the development of 
their personal skills.

A dream about a change in the streets of Mumbay  

When he was only 5 years old, Amin ran away from his home and 
started to live in Mumbay’s railway stations. In order to survive he 
had to beg, work as shoeshine, sing, eat from the garbage… while 
suffering a wide range of abuses. Fortunately, some years later he 
moved to an orphanage called Snehasadan. In Snehasadan Amin 
found the opportunity of starting a new life. Over time, he got his 
driving license and started working as a driver. It was then when his 
project Sneha Travels emerged, organization where he still works 
nowadays as a taxist.
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Currently Amin is thirty five years old. He has found a place in 
society, always moving forwards and earning his own living. However, 
he does not forget the hard times he spent living in the streets of 
Mumbai nor the several “Amins” who, unlike him, did not suffer the 
same fate.  

A story of survival and overcoming 

Amin has decided to release his history by means of a book written 
by himself called “Bombay, Mumbai. Life is life. I am because of 
you”. 

Amin has self-edited his book. He has also sold hundreds of copies 
beside the traffic lights from the same streets where he had lived 
years ago. More than 10.000 books have been sold in cities such as 
Barcelona, Madrid, Alicante or Paris. Libraries and other places and 
organizations have offered their collaboration by supporting and 
empowering this solidarity initiative.

The book has already been translated to seven different languages: 
English, Spanish, Catalan, French, Deutsch, Marathi and Hindi and it 
will soon be translated into Italian, Hebrew and Portuguese.
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With the money collected by the selling of the book, Amin hopes to 
obtain the necessary funds to make his dream come true. That is, to 
open the Library-Cafe in Mumbay and arrange in that way, a place 
to give an opportunity to the street children who, once they have to 
leave  the orphanage,  run the risk of suffering social exclusion.

If I can, You can 

Amin’s story continues exciting and thrilling all people who 
open their hearts to listen the testimony of a street child from 
Mumbay who has decided to change the reality of other street 
children like himself.

His motto is “If I can, You can”, he does not surrender and with 
admirable energy, joy and happiness stirs up everyone who has the 
opportunity to listen to him.

However, there is still much work to do and many books to sell 
in order to achieve the necessary funds to make his dream a 
reality. 
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A song about love and kindness 

“Les Yeux de Séraphine”, Séraphine's eyes, is a song composed by 
the well-known composer and producer,  Arnaud Kerane, played by 
the singer Jeremy Plank and produced by RASIBUS editions.This 
song is another initiative born to support Amin Sheikh’s project.

The song, dedicated to the street children of Mumbay, tells the 
story of Amin and how he was rescued by Sister Seraphine, who 
took him to the orphanage of Snehasadan, key that changed his life.

Introductory video for the song: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I5PmLZCnvAE&feature=share

Song available in: 
iTunes http://bit.ly/TSnCaC
Amazon http://amzn.to/VJvk8u
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The Spanish NGO “Soy Gracias a Ti” actively supports Amin 
Sheikh’s solidarity initiative, getting to know the project 
“Bombay to Barcelona” to other people;  promoting,  
broadcasting and organization talks and events and encouraging 
people to buy the book “Bombay, Mumbai. Life is life. I am 
because of you”, in search of achieving the maximum support in 
order to make the Library-Café long-term sustainable.

If you believe in this dream and you want to support, you can do it buying the 
book or the song, or making a donation to the NGO bank account: 

Triodos Bank - ES41 1491 0001 2021 3861 6228 

The profits obtained will be wholly addressed to Amin Sheikh’s project 
“Bombay to Barcelona Library Café”, a Library-Café in Mumbay for giving 

employment opportunities to the young people out of Snehasadan 
Orphanage,  in order for them not to live in the streets of Mumbay again.
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How to get the book (*) 

BARCELONA 

Llibreria +Bernat
C/ Buenos Aires, 5

Llibreria Laie
C/ de Pau Claris, 85

Mitte Barcelona
Galería Arte-Cafetería
C/ Gasometre, 32

MADRID 

Setem
Tienda Comercio Justo
C/ Gaztambide, 50 

La infinito
Café-libros-arte
C/ de los Tres Peces, 22 

La Ciudad Invisible
Café-librería de viajes
C/ Costanilla de Los 
Ángeles, 7

 GUIPUZKOA 

Clínica de la Asunción
Carretera a Izaskun, 9
24000 Tolosa

TORTOSA 

VallsViladrich  
Art i Papers 
C/ Pintor Francesc 
Gimeno, 11 

VALLS 

Llibreria Adserà
C/ Anselm Clave, 39

Also available for ebook: 

• Amazon 
• iTunes Store 
• play.google.com/store/books 
• store.kobobooks.com 

 (*) Spanish, English and Catalan versions. 
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Or contact by email: 
soygraciasati@gmaill.com
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The story of Amin, also in the Media 

”He was once a Homeless Kid. Today he is an Entrepreneur, Author  
and Supporter of Street Children.” 
The better India 
07/07/2015
http://goo.gl/Umq1MF

“Cafe library dream for street children in India” 
Times of Malta 
02.06.2015
https://goo.gl/qeMGbc

“Mi historia es la de miles de niños en India” 
Diario de Ibiza 
05/05/2015
http://www.diariodeibiza.es/pitiuses-balears/2015/05/05/amin-sheikh-historia-
miles-ninos/765742.html

“Amin Sheikh, Soy Gracias a Ti” 
Canal UNED TV 
14/06/2015
https://canal.uned.es/mmobj/index/id/37416
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“En Barcelona todo el mundo tiene de todo y no sonrie” 
Nice Barcelona 
01/07/2015
http://nicebarcelona.es/amin.html

“Amin Sheikh, Soy Gracias a Ti” 
Canal UNED Radio 
15/06/2015
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CK3ABm-14QM&feature=share

“No puedo cambiar el mundo, pero sí mi pequeño entorno” 
Noticias de Guipuzkoa 
18.06.2015
http://www.noticiasdegipuzkoa.com/2015/06/18/vecinos/tolosaldea/no-puedo-
cambiar-el-mundo-pero-si-mi-pequeno-entorno

“El fòrum solidari de la Creu Roja se centrarà en la història de l’Amin 
Sheikh, que va ser un nen del carrer a Bombai” 
RTV Vilafranca 
01/06/2015
http://www.rtvvilafranca.cat/2015/06/el-forum-solidari-de-la-creu-roja-se-
centrara-en-la-historia-de-lamin-sheikh-que-va-ser-un-nen-del-carrer-a-bombai/
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Ciudad actual
Bombay 

Ubicación
Carrer de Girona, 57, 08009 Barcelona
Web
www.mayuralounge.es
Ubicación
C/Bailén 86 , 08009, Barcelona
Web
www.mitte-barcelona.com

Amin Sheikh, un niño de las calles de la 
India. Autor del libro “La vida es la 
vida, yo soy gracias a ti”. Un hombre 
con un sueño, construir una biblioteca 
café que una Barcelona y Bombay.

Amin Sheikh Mayura  y  Mitte-Barcelona

http://nicebarcelona.es/amin.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CK3ABm-14QM&feature=share
http://www.noticiasdegipuzkoa.com/2015/06/18/vecinos/tolosaldea/no-puedo-cambiar-el-mundo-pero-si-mi-pequeno-entorno
http://www.rtvvilafranca.cat/2015/06/el-forum-solidari-de-la-creu-roja-se-centrara-en-la-historia-de-lamin-sheikh-que-va-ser-un-nen-del-carrer-a-bombai/
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“No podré cambiar el mundo. Pero un lago se llena de gotas” 
El País 
12/02/2015
http://elpais.com/elpais/2015/02/11/planeta_futuro/1423658727_665307.html

Amin Sheikh: "A mis 33 años continúo siendo un niño de la calle"
Presentación de “Bombay, Mumbai” de Amin Sheikh 
UNED 
25/05/2015
http://clubdelectura.uned.es/2015/05/presentacion-de-bombay-mumbai-de-amin-
sheikh/

The story of Amin Sheikh 
Barcelona Ràdio 
16.07.2015
http://play.btvradio.webtv.flumotion.com/play/player?pod=2255&player=4

“A mis 33 años continúo siendo un niño de la calle” 
El Periódico 
12/04/2014
http://www.elperiodico.com/es/noticias/sociedad/amin-sheikh-mis-anos-continuo-
siendo-nino-calle-3248474
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Testimoni d'Amin Sheikh, jove que ha impulsat un projecte per ajudar els 
nens del carrer a l’Índia 

TV3 - Signes del Temps 
06/10/2013
http://www.ccma.cat/tv3/alacarta/Signes-dels-temps/Signes-dels-temps-
capitol-1164/video/4698053/

“He muerto varias veces pero aún puedo soñar” 
La Vanguardia 
29/04/2013
http://www.lavanguardia.com/lacontra/20130429/54372947147/he-muerto-
varias-veces-pero-aun-puedo-sonar.html

“La historia de Amin, un niño de las calles de Bombay” 
TVE - Telediario  
14/12/2014
http://www.rtve.es/alacarta/videos/telediario/telediario-21-
horas-14-12-14/2907617/

“La historia de Amin, un niño de las calles de Bombay” 
TVE - Telediario  
14/12/2014
http://www.rtve.es/alacarta/videos/telediario/telediario-21-
horas-14-12-14/2907617/
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Amin Sheikh, testimonio de un niño de la calle 
Canal UNED RTVE 
14/11/2014
http://www.rtve.es/alacarta/videos/uned/uned-amin-sheikh-testimonio-nino-
calle-14-11-14/2859122/
https://canal.uned.es/mmobj/index/id/21963

“Una vida de novela para un fin benéfico en Bombay” 
Diario SEGRE
25/04/2013

“Amin Sheikh. Il est né de la rue”  
Liberation Monde 
22/07/2013 
http://www.liberation.fr/monde/2013/07/22/amin-sheikh-il-est-ne-de-la-rue_920024

INDE. Paroles d'un ancien enfant des rues 
Le Novelle Observateur Monde 
28/07/2013 
http://tempsreel.nouvelobs.com/monde/20130723.OBS0548/inde-paroles-d-un-
enfant-des-rues.html

“Life insurance. Amin Sheikh found a publisher in himself or his rags-to-
riches story” 
Time Out Mumbai 
20/03/2013 
https://www.timeoutmumbai.net/mumbai-local/features/life-assurance
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“From Street Child to Published Writer & Entrepreneur: Amin Sheikh’s 
extraordinary journey” 
Money Life 
29/01/2015
http://www.moneylife.in/article/amin-sheikhs-achievement/40309.html

“Amin a survécu aux rues de Bombay” 
Jactiv. Ouest France 
23/11/2014
http://m.jactiv.ouest-france.fr/actualites/planete/temoignage-amin-survecu-aux-rues-
bombay-39232

“Destiny's child” 
DNA_India 
26.11.2014
http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-destiny-s-child-2039283

“A Journey: From Street Child to Published Author, World Traveler” 
The Pragati leadership blog 
15/01/2015
https://pragatileadership.wordpress.com/2015/01/15/a-journey-from-street-child-
to-published-author-world-traveler/
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“Nous belles histories de Noël. Amin, l'enfant des rues qui voulait 
changer le monde” 
La Vie 
18/12/2014
http://www.lavie.fr/hebdo/2014/3616-3617/amin-l-enfant-des-rues-qui-voulait-
changer-le-monde-17-12-2014-58852_661.php

"Bombay Mumbai - Life is Life, I am because of you" by Amin Sheikh 
Ration Gupta 
18/1/2014
http://blog.rachnagupta.in/2014/11/review-of-bombay-mumbai-life-if-life-i.html?
spref=fb&m=1

“La vie, c'est la vie de Amin Sheikh” 
Atasi Overblog 
25/01/2015
http://atasi.over-blog.com/2015/01/la-vie-c-est-la-vie-de-amin-sheikh.html

“Amin Sheikh – Ragpicker Turn International Author” 
Andheri Zipnews 
06.02.2015
http://andheri.zipnews.in/2015/02/06/ragpicker-turn-international-author-the-story-
of-amin-sheikh-a-street-child/

«La vie c'est la vie» Amin Sheikh, écrivain et ancien enfant des rues 
AFD - Agence Française de Développement  
24/03/2014
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_zhzX-_9Ock&feature=youtu.be
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Contact us 

NGO Soy Gracias a Ti 

 soygraciasati@gmail.com
 www.soygraciasati.org
@SoyGraciasATi

AMIN SHEIKH 

  bombay2barcelona@gmail.com
  amindreamsteam@gmail.com
  facebook.com/bombay2barcelona
@aminbombay

Other Links 

 aminbombay.blogspot.in
 Youtube goo.gl/9myYBH 

 iambecauseofyou.com

 www.snehatravels.in

 www.snehasadan.org
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